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The history of fake news ’7

Ancient Rome World Wars Digital Age

Octavian's propaganda Propaganda recruits, Internet amplifies

smears Antony demonises, influences. fake news.
1450 Press Cold War Recent Efforts
Printing press spreads Global propaganda Laws, flags combat
misinformation. via media. misinformation.



What is Misinformation?



Misinformation is false information spread Q
without harmful intent or awareness of its
falseness.

Examples:

- sharing an unverified news article believing it's true

- a viral post claims a common kitchen ingredient cures flu in
24 hours




What is Disinformation?



Disinformation is false information Q
deliberately spread to deceive or mislead.

Examples:

- a doctored video suggests a public figure said something
they never did

- fabricated news stories spread to influence public opinion




Types



Types of misinformation and
disinformation

FABRICATED CONTENT

Completely false content

MISLEADING CONTENT

Misleading information, e.g.,
comment presented as fact

MANIPULATED CONTENT

Genuine information or imagery
that has been distorted, e.g., a
sensational headline or populist
‘click bait’

FALSE CONTEXT

Factually accurate content
combined with false contextual
information, e.g., when the
headline of an article does not
reflect the content

IMPOSTER CONTENT

Impersonation of genuine
sources, e.g., using the
branding of an established
agency

SATIRE AND PARODY

Humorous but false stores
passed off as true. There is no
intention to harm, but readers

may be fooled



Types of misinformation and Q

disinformation
FALSE SPONSORED
CONNECTIONS CONTENT PROPAGANDA
When headlines, Advertising or PR Content used to
visuals or captions do disguised as editorial manage attitudes,

not support the content content values and knowledge




Impact on society



Impacts of misinformation and Q
disinformation on society

, Spreads fear
Promotes conflict

I I Damages reputations

! !

Erodes trust .
Influences elections

Wastes resources



Key indicators



Key indicators for identifying =)

SOURCE CREDIBILITY

Question the trustworthiness of
the source. Unknown or
unreliable sources may indicate
false information

QUALITY OF EVIDENCE

Evaluate the solidity of
evidence. False information
frequently lacks credible
evidence

false information

AUTHOR EXPERTISE

Check the author's background.
Lack of expertise or anonymity
suggests unreliability

BIAS AND EMOTIONAL
LANGUAGE

Watch for sensational or
emotionally charged language
aimed more at provoking than

informing

CROSS-VERIFICATION

Look for confirmation from
multiple reputable sources. No
corroboration often means the

information might be false

TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE

Doubt extraordinarily
implausible claims without solid
evidence. If it sounds too
incredible, it probably is



o

IR ; /]
P
P I S
R
=
N
4
A

yncnify
S
S







| : " Mitigating the impact of
- Misinformation and
-~ Disinformation

. Co-funded by
the European Union

'ndédlby the European U . Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not
3' sarily reflect those of Mme European Education and Culture Executive Agency

ACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them. Project Number 101132853
t N

N\
N L /



''''''

Importance of media literacy

Navigating complex Countering misinformation Fostering digital
media landscapes and disinformation citizenship
Evaluating visual Promoting critical

content thinking Enhancing education
Adapting to technological Supporting democratic Cultivating a media
advances participation literacy worldview




How to determine the
accuracy of information?



- Clearly define the statement Q
- Check the credibility of the source

- Collect evidence from mulitiple reputable sources

- Analyse the gathered evidence in relation to the
statement

- Come to a conclusion based on the analysis,
categorising the statement as true, false, or
somewhere in-between




Why critical thinking Is
important?



 Helps tell truth from lies

» Teaches to check facts first

 Leads to making smarter decisions

» Supports smart participation as a citizen
 Helps fight fake news
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