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The Theories of Truth

CONSENSUS THEORY

The truth is what 
everyone agrees on.

COHERENCE 

THEORY

The truth coheres 
with other beliefs 
we know are true. 

The truth is logical 
and makes sense. 

PRAGMATIC THEORY

The truth is what is 
beneficial and practical 
to a person. It is 
something that they can 
use. The truth is what 
works.

CORRESPONDANCE 

THEORY

The truth must match 
an observable reality 

or experience.

(Chin, 2023)



The Theories of Truth

Example: In a science 

experiment we assume that 

what we can prove and observe 

is what is true.

Theory Weakness: You 

experience the world as your 

mind shapes it and the truth 

depends on your perspective.

CORRESPONDANCE 

THEORY
Example: For the statement 

“I am 17 years old” to be true, it 
must cohere with other beliefs 

such as “I was born after 1989”, 
“I am not still in primary school”, 

and “I have not yet had a 21st 
birthday party” (Austhink, 2013).

Theory Weakness: It is 

subjective and depends on an 

individual’s belief system, which 
may not match external reality. It 

does not require evidence.

COHERENCE THEORY

(Austhink, 2013; Chin, 2023; Galindo, 2020)



The Theories of Truth

Example: Following health 

advice such as wearing a face 

mask during a pandemic based 

on the consensus of experts or 

believing a court verdict as the 

truth based on a consensus 

from the jury.

Theory Weakness: Consensus 

may vary between different 

groups of people.

CONSENSUS THEORY PRAGMATIC THEORY

Example: Using an ingredient 

when cooking and accepting that 

it just works. You do this without 

knowing the precise food science 

of why / how it works.

Theory Weakness: Truth and 

morality can become subjective 

and no longer as important as 

the practical implications.

(Brainly, 2020; Chin, 2023; Galindo, 2020; Nickerson, 2024)



THE POST-TRUTH ERA

What is post-truth?

‘Relating to circumstances in which people respond more to feelings and beliefs than to facts’ 
(Oxford Learner’s Dictionary, 2024). Objective facts do not have a strong influential impact on 
public opinion as they once had.



Dissemination of information

Polarisation

Reinforcement of social divides
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Disinformation

Deliberately misleading

false information

Social Media

Post-truth politics

Influence on public opinion

How language is used

Public Trust
Fact-checking

References: APA (2023); Desai and Oehrli (2024); Lewandowsky, Ecker and Cook (2017); Meckley (2019); Michailidou and Trenz (2021)

False/inaccurate information

Misinformation

False news 

stories

Fake News
Propaganda, conspiracy theories, 

deep fakes, etc.

Post-Truth Society

Public beliefs and feelings

The Post-Truth Era



How to use the Different Truth Theories

• Correspondence: 

Does this match my own experiences or experiences I have read / learnt about?

Can I think of counter-examples?

Have I observed this happening before or seen this?

• Coherence:

Does this make sense? Is the argument logical?

Does it fit in with other facts I know to be true?

• Consensus:

Who else agrees with this? Who does not agree with this?

What do the majority of people believe?

• Pragmatic:

Is this believable?

Can I test if this works?

Does this work for me? Does this benefit me?

(Chin, 2023)



Journalism & Ethics

Verification

Balance

Context

Documentation

Fairness

Avoid Bias

Multiple 

credible sources

(News Literacy Project, 2024)



Journalism & Ethics

(Society of Professional Journalists, 2014)

• Avoid conflicts of 

interest

• Refuse gifts & favours – 

don’t accept bribes
• Distinguish news from 

advertisement

• Acknowledge & correct 

mistakes

• Engage in dialogue with 

the public about 

journalistic practices and 

ethics

• Show compassion and 

respect

• Be sensitive when writing 

about victims

• Be balanced, don’t 
speculate

• Accuracy & verification

• Provide sources

• Avoid stereotypes

• Do not plagiarise

Seek Truth & 

Report It

Minimise 

Harm

Act 

Independently

Be 

Accountable & 

Transparent



Journalism & News Stories

• Patience 

When news breaks it takes time for the full story to be verified and reported accurately. 

Unconfirmed or false information can often be spread after a story first breaks. This can 

be fueled by speculation and the sense of urgency from the public who want to know 

what has happened.

• What’s the source?
Some people will try to benefit from breaking news and spread unconfirmed or false 

information for easy likes and shares.

• Pause and do a quick search

A quick search can help you confirm if what you’re reading has been confirmed.
• Credible sources

Use reliable news sources and do not rely on social media for news updates.

(News Literacy Project, 2024)



Journalism & the Truth (infographics)

Open this infographic by News Literacy Project (2024) that describes the different types of 

bias in news reporting.

https://newslit.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Understanding-Bias-2020.pdf
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PARTNERS



THANKS! 

Does anyone have any questions?
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